Notes and Quotes - Sermon on the Mount - Divorce 4 

1 Cor 12:26 - If one part suffers, every other part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every 
part rejoices with it 

The Message - If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing. If 
one part flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance. 

Matt. 19 - 3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife for any and every reason?" 

4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and 
female,' 3 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh' b ? 6 So they are no longer two, but one. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 

7 "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of 
divorce and send her away?" 

8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. 
But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 1 tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 
except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery." 

1 Cor. 7.10-16 - To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not 
separate from her husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be 
reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife. 
12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and 
she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a woman has a husband who 
is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 14 For the 
unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been 
sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it 
is, they are holy. 

15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such 
circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 16 How do you know, wife, whether you 
will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? 

One of the most radical demands for you and me is the discovery of our lives as a series of 
movements or passages'. Your whole life is filled with losses, endless losses. And every 
time there are losses there are choices to be made. You choose to live your losses as 
passages to anger, blame, hatred, depression, and resentment, or you choose to let these 
losses be passages to something new, something wider, and deeper. The question is not 
how to avoid loss and make it not happen, but how to choose it as a passage, as an exodus 
to greater life and freedom - Henri Nouwen 

Maturity comes only by confronting what has to be confronted within ourselves 

Esther DeWaal 

Forgiving does not mean forgetting. When we forgive a person, the memory of the wound 
might stay with us for a long time, even throughout our lives. Sometimes we carry the 
memory in our bodies as a visible sign. But forgiveness changes the way we remember. It 
converts the curse into a blessing. When we forgive our parents for their divorce, our children 
for their lack of attention, our friends for their unfaithfulness in crisis, our doctors for their ill 
advice, we no longer have to experience ourselves as the victims of events we had no 
control over. Forgiveness allows us to claim our own power and not let these events destroy 
us; it- enables them to become events that deepen the wisdom of our hearts. Forgiveness 
indeed heals memories - Henri Nouwen 


